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A	Washington	Post	Notable	Book	“We	are	rapidly	ripening	for	fascism.	This	American	writer	leaves	us	with	no	illusions	about	ourselves.”—Svetlana	Alexievich,	Winner	of	the	Nobel	Prize	in	Literature“Timothy	Snyder	reasons	with	unparalleled	clarity,	throwing	the	past	and	future	into	sharp	relief.	He	has	written	the	rare	kind	of	book	that	can	be	read
in	one	sitting	but	will	keep	you	coming	back	to	help	regain	your	bearings.”“Please	read	this	book.	So	smart,	so	timely.”—George	Saunders“Easily	the	most	compelling	volume	among	the	early	resistance	literature.	.	.	.	A	slim	book	that	fits	alongside	your	pocket	Constitution	and	feels	only	slightly	less	vital.	.	.	.	Clarifying	and	unnerving.	.	.	.	A	memorable
work	that	is	grounded	in	history	yet	imbued	with	the	fierce	urgency	of	what	now.”—Carlos	Lozada,	The	Washington	Post“Snyder	knows	this	subject	cold.	.	.	.	It	is	impossible	to	read	aphorisms	like	‘post-truth	is	pre-fascism’	and	not	feel	a	small	chill	about	the	current	state	of	the	Republic.	.	.	.	Approach	this	short	book	the	same	you	would	a	medical
pamphlet	warning	about	an	infectious	disease.	Read	it	carefully	and	be	on	the	lookout	for	symptoms.”—Daniel	W.	Drezner,	The	New	York	Times	Book	Review“As	Timothy	Snyder	explains	in	his	fine	and	frightening	On	Tyranny,	a	minority	party	now	has	near-total	power	and	is	therefore	understandably	frightened	of	awakening	the	actual	will	of	the
people.”—Adam	Gopnik,	The	New	Yorker“Snyder	is	superbly	positioned	to	bring	historical	thinking	to	bear	on	the	current	political	scene.	.	.	.	These	unpretentious	words	remind	us	that	political	resistance	isn’t	a	matter	of	action-movie	heroics,	but	starts	from	a	willingness	to	break	from	social	expectations.”	—Jeet	Heer,	The	New	Republic“The	perfect
clear-eyed	antidote	to	Trump’s	deliberate	philistinism.	.	.	.	These	128	pages	are	a	brief	primer	in	every	important	thing	we	might	have	learned	from	the	history	of	the	last	century,	and	all	that	we	appear	to	have	forgotten.”—Tim	Adams,	The	GuardianOn	Tyranny	demands	to	be	read.”—“The	manifesto	we	need.	.	.	.	Snyder	detects	dangerous	trends	in
American	politics	that	may	be	less	visible	to	most	citizens	who	cannot	believe	that	our	country,	with	its	system	of	checks	and	balances,	could	succumb	to	illiberalism	or	authoritarianism.”—Darryl	Holter,	Los	Angeles	Review	of	BooksOn	Tyranny	is	a	call	to	action.	.	.	.	A	brisk	read	packed	with	lucid	prose.”—Vox	Timothy	Snyder	is	the	Levin	Professor	of
History	at	Yale	University.	He	is	the	author	of	Bloodlands:	Europe	Between	Hitler	and	Stalin	and	Black	Earth:	The	Holocaust	as	History	and	Warning.	Snyder	is	a	member	of	the	Committee	on	Conscience	of	the	United	States	Holocaust	Memorial	Museum	and	a	permanent	fellow	of	the	Institute	for	Human	Sciences	in	Vienna.	1Do	not	obey	in
advance.Most	of	the	power	of	authoritarianism	is	freely	given.	In	times	like	these,	individuals	think	ahead	about	what	a	more	repressive	government	will	want,	and	then	offer	themselves	without	being	asked.	A	citizen	who	adapts	in	this	way	is	teaching	power	what	it	can	do.Anticipatory	obedience	is	a	political	tragedy.	Perhaps	rulers	did	not	initially
know	that	citizens	were	willing	to	compromise	this	value	or	that	principle.	Perhaps	a	new	regime	did	not	at	first	have	the	direct	means	of	influencing	citizens	one	way	or	another.	After	the	German	elections	of	1932,	which	brought	Nazis	into	government,	or	the	Czechoslovak	elections	of	1946,	where	communists	were	victorious,	the	next	crucial	step
was	anticipatory	obedience.	Because	enough	people	in	both	cases	voluntarily	extended	their	services	to	the	new	leaders,	Nazis	and	communists	alike	realized	that	they	could	move	quickly	toward	a	full	regime	change.	The	first	heedless	acts	of	conformity	could	not	then	be	reversed.In	early	1938,	Adolf	Hitler,	by	then	securely	in	power	in	Germany,	was
threatening	to	annex	neighboring	Austria.	After	the	Austrian	chancellor	conceded,	it	was	the	Austrians’	anticipatory	obedience	that	decided	the	fate	of	Austrian	Jews.	Local	Austrian	Nazis	captured	Jews	and	forced	them	to	scrub	the	streets	to	remove	symbols	of	independent	Austria.	Crucially,	people	who	were	not	Nazis	looked	on	with	interest	and
amusement.	Nazis	who	had	kept	lists	of	Jewish	property	stole	what	they	could.	Crucially,	others	who	were	not	Nazis	joined	in	the	theft.	As	the	political	theorist	Hannah	Arendt	remembered,	“when	German	troops	invaded	the	country	and	Gentile	neighbors	started	riots	at	Jewish	homes,	Austrian	Jews	began	to	commit	suicide.”The	anticipatory
obedience	of	Austrians	in	March	1938	taught	the	high	Nazi	leadership	what	was	possible.	It	was	in	Vienna	that	August	that	Adolf	Eichmann	established	the	Central	Office	for	Jewish	Emigration.	In	November	1938,	following	the	Austrian	example	of	March,	German	Nazis	organized	the	national	pogrom	known	as	Kristallnacht.In	1941,	when	Germany
invaded	the	Soviet	Union,	the	SS	took	the	initiative	to	devise	the	methods	of	mass	killing	without	orders	to	do	so.	They	guessed	what	their	superiors	wanted	and	demonstrated	what	was	possible.	It	was	far	more	than	Hitler	had	thought.At	the	very	beginning,	anticipatory	obedience	means	adapting	instinctively,	without	reflecting,	to	a	new	situation.	Do
only	Germans	do	such	things?	The	Yale	psychologist	Stanley	Milgram,	contemplating	Nazi	atrocities,	wanted	to	show	that	there	was	a	particular	authoritarian	personality	that	explained	why	such	Germans	behaved	as	they	had.	He	devised	an	experiment	to	test	the	proposition,	but	failed	to	get	permission	to	carry	it	out	in	Germany.	So	he	undertook	it
instead	in	a	Yale	University	building	in	1961—​at	around	the	same	time	that	Adolf	Eichmann	was	being	tried	in	Jerusalem	for	his	part	in	the	Nazi	Holocaust	of	the	Jews.Milgram	told	his	subjects	(some	Yale	students,	some	New	Haven	residents)	that	they	would	be	applying	an	electrical	shock	to	other	participants	in	an	experiment	about	learning.	In	fact,
the	people	attached	to	the	wires	on	the	other	side	of	a	window	were	in	on	the	scheme	with	Milgram,	and	only	pretended	to	be	shocked.	As	the	subjects	(thought	they)	shocked	the	(people	they	thought	were)	participants	in	a	learning	experiment,	they	saw	a	horrible	sight.	People	whom	they	did	not	know,	and	against	whom	they	had	no	grievance,
seemed	to	be	suffering	greatly—​pounding	the	glass	and	complaining	of	heart	pain.	Even	so,	most	subjects	followed	Milgram’s	instructions	and	continued	to	apply	(what	they	thought	were)	ever	greater	shocks	until	the	victims	appeared	to	die.	Even	those	who	did	not	proceed	all	the	way	to	the	(apparent)	killing	of	their	fellow	human	beings	left	without
inquiring	about	the	health	of	the	other	participants.Milgram	grasped	that	people	are	remarkably	receptive	to	new	rules	in	a	new	setting.	They	are	surprisingly	willing	to	harm	and	kill	others	in	the	service	of	some	new	purpose	if	they	are	so	instructed	by	a	new	authority.	“I	found	so	much	obedience,”	Milgram	remembered,	“that	I	hardly	saw	the	need
for	taking	the	experiment	to	Germany.”	1	Do	not	obey	in	advance.	Most	of	the	power	of	authoritarianism	is	freely	given.	In	times	like	these,	individuals	think	ahead	about	what	a	more	repressive	government	will	want,	and	then	offer	themselves	without	being	asked.	A	citizen	who	adapts	in	this	way	is	teaching	power	what	it	can	do.	Anticipatory
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